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Deborah Stephens is CTED’s Senior Policy Advisor for Trade and Economic Development.  She 
is responsible for research and policy development of strategic statewide economic 
development issues.   
 
Stephens came to CTED from the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission 
(WUTC), where she was a policy advisor on energy issues, advising three Governor-appointed 
commissioners on gas and electric policy and technical matters including ratemaking, 
competitive issues, consumer issues and industry restructuring.  
 
Previously, Stephens was an agricultural economist for the Food and Agricultural Policy 
Research Institute (FAPRI), a division of the Center for Agricultural and Rural Development 
(CARD) at Iowa State University.  In that capacity, she performed econometric analyses of 
various policy scenarios on agricultural markets. 
 
Stephens holds a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree in economics from Iowa State 
University.   


